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An Interview with our Vice-Principal
Mrs. Lo Yuen Mei Yung

LR

[
Mrs. Lo and our school editors at our school library

Our Editors: 5A Joshua Chu Yan Lok and 5C Lui Sze Ching Heidi
Interviewee: Mrs Lo

Do you mind sharing whether there is anything memora-
ble about teaching during the pandemic?

S I R s Lo The biggest impact of the pandemic is that we all had to
wear masks. It was not easy for me to remember the
actual appearance of some students. It was also embar-
rassing sometimes when | looked at the photos of some
students without wearing masks, | simply could not
recognise them. For the Chinese and English Speaking
Exams, it's a pity that group discussions could not be
carried out. The social distancing policy has also
hindered students’ chance to develop good relationships
with other classmates and has subsequently made

What were the difficulties in your teaching during the
pandemic? Did the workload of school administrative
work increase a lot?

| think both teaching and handling school administration
were difficult during the pandemic. The core reason is
that many things changed during this period of time. We
had to follow the instructions from the Education Bureau
closely. Whenever there were announcements regard-

ing school suspension or school resumption, we had to
take prompt actions to adapt to changes, including
preparation of some protective equipment, like shields,
tents, etc. for students. We had to cooperate with differ-
ent parties of the school to implement the rules and
inform students and parents the changes.All these had
an impact on my own teaching preparation time.

classroom learning a little boring too.

THE #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

grant me the serenity to ACCEPT
the things I cannot change,

COURAGE to change the thing

S Evaeics Chronicle Book Review

The PURSUTT of

[ can, and WISDOM to know

- CHRIS GARDNER
Are there any encouraging notes you can pass to our PS students?

| think every one of us has to learn how to adapt to changes. | remember one note from Chris Gardner ‘Il am not what
happened to me. | am what | choose to become.’ From In the Pursuit of Happness. The writer shared with us that we
can choose what makes us learn and grow in the process. Just like that WhatsApp group | just mentioned, students
and | exchanged messages daily in English about our daily life in a relaxed and pleasant manner. That's what we can
do within our limitations.

Another encouraging note: ‘God, grant me the serenity to accept things | can't change but the courage to change the
things | can.’ It’s just wisdom which can tell the difference. We need courage and tranquillity. We can't change some-
thing, so we should accept it calmly; but we can change things that can be changed, and we need more courage to
change. It's the time for us to seek some breakthrough within ourselves. In addition, we need wisdom to distinguish
what can be changed and what cannot be changed which needs to be accepted calmly. All these are not easy. We do
have to spend time to communicate with our family, teachers, or classmates so that we can be clear about what we
want to achieve ahead of us. ,
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Interviews with our New English Teachers

Mr. Sit Wing Yin

Our Editors: 5C Joe and 5C Tate
Interviewee: Mr Sit WingYin

Mr Sit, | know you are an alumnus of Pentecostal School. Did you have
any ambition to teach English when you were a student?

I've noticed that Pentecostal students are not confident in speaking in
English. When | was a student, | enjoyed my English learning experience.
As a teacher, | hope students can integrate English learning into their
daily life. | believe students are afraid of English because they are not
exposed to English enough. They do not understand the purpose of
learning English. | encourage them to use different methods to stimulate
their interest in English, not only by watching a lot of short films on
YouTube and Netflix, but also listening to English songs and dramas. |
hope that students can develop more interest in English and experience
it in their ordinary lives.

Mr. Chiu Wing Nam

Our Editors: 5C Joe and 5A Kennis
Interviewee: Mr Chiu Wing Nam

Nice to meet you, Mr Chiu. Let'’s start with our interview.
Why did you come here to work as an English Teacher?

| guess it was a great opportunity. | was a Teaching Assistant four
years ago. At that time, | taught one class only. One day, Miss Ip invited
me to return to PS as a teacher so | came back. All the Pentecostal
School’s teachers are encouraging, kind and helpful! Also, | found that
PS is a place with love, care and concern for each other. All of us are
supportive to each other.

Have you come across any interesting things from teaching at Pente-
costal School? Have you encountered anything unforgettable?

During coronavirus, we cancelled lots of activities and shows. It was
hard to find any interesting things from online teaching. The most
unforgettable moment was when | had a performance with Mr Fong on
the stage. There were lots of funny stuff when we performed. The
whole process is worth remembering. This is the most unforgettable
thing in those days in PS. | hope that we can have more chances to
perform in the future after the pandemic.

How can we cope with the psychological challenges when facing the
pandemic?

| think being optimistic is essential. We should have faith to believe that the
pandemic will eventually pass. Stay positive and be hopeful! If we lose
hope, nothing can be achieved at the end. | totally understand how difficult it
is to have online lessons for a whole morning. It's hard to concentrate on
lessons by sitting in front of a computer monitor instead of seeing your
friends and teachers in a classroom, so our mental strength is important.

Are there any encouraging words to Pentecostal school
students?

| highly recommend a book called “Atomic Habits” to you
all. The book is about a way called “Habit Stacking”. It
means habits are cumulative to form. You start with a
habit and then add on a new habit. By doing so, you can
form a new habit easily.

| always put encouraging quotes on my diary so that |
can be motivated too. The quote in March is “Life always
gives you a second chance. It's called tomorrow.” These
words are inspiring to me. Some students look
desperate once they fail. They may probably look down
on themselves and think that they are not capable. ¥
However, the quote reminds us that everyone has a

second opportunity. Tomorrow is a new start and a new
chance. We are a new person every morning. We can

start again and perform better as long as we are still

alive. Every one of us has a chance to restart and turn

over a new page if we choose to - stay persistent!

Tiny Changes,
Remarkable Results

Do you have any embarrassing moments at Pentecostal School?

Um..not really. The embarrassing thing is related to our English
teachers. The English teachers in our school are mainly female. Some
of my students always call me Miss Chiu instead of Mr Chiu. One of
them keep calling me Miss Chiu. | feel uneasy sometimes.

As a new teacher, is there any challenging part in teaching at PS?

Due to the online classes, | think the most challenging part was
monitoring the discipline of my students and ensuring all of them were
on tasks. Understandably, it was hard for students to stay focused in
front of the computer monitor. Students were easily distracted from
the lessons and worse still, | did not even have any idea what the actual
situation was. Chasing after my students for the assignments and
preparing them for the exam after the pandemic | think are the most
challenging parts for teachers, especially language teachers.

Are there any words of encouragement for PS students?

During the pandemic, | started to clean up all my stuff at home. | picked
up objects that reminded me of many things, full of memories and
values. These sweet memories remind me that | have to stay positive.
Love myself first by taking good care of myself after a day of stressful
work. Listen to music and maintain my good health. There are lots of
friends and family members around to support me. | have to connect
with them. | think all | that | told myself should also be the same for me
to tell my PS students.




An Interview with Miss Tam Hiu Yin,

our English Teaching Assistant

Our Editors: 4C Suki Wong, 4B Ryan and 4C Sabrina Chan
Interviewee: Miss Tam

Nice to meet you, Ms Tam. Let’s start with our interview.

Is it hard to be a teaching assistant and an English teacher at the same
time?

Every job is hard. If you know you are doing something worthwhile,
then the hard work counts. | think being a teacher is hard but, at the
same time, extremely meaningful. Whenever | prepare for my lessons,
I find it hard. Once | think that my students can have good results after
studying, | am able to get a great sense of accomplishment and
satisfaction. In fact, hard work is a process. In the end, hard work is
always rewarding and worthwhile.

Is there any memorable moment in class?

| have quite a lot. Let me share a very memorable experience that
happened outside the classroom. People often think | am Miss Leung,
the Chinese Teaching Assistant. Maybe we look alike. Throughout the
year, quite a few of Miss Leung’s students came up to me and told me
that they would like to hand in their homework to me. To be honest, |
felt confused and asked what homework those students had to hand in
and which class these students were. These students were mainly
from 4C.

Are there any words that you can encourage or remind our PS students
during the pandemic?

| know everyone worked very hard during this tough period, especially
at the beginning of the pandemic. It was a pity that students missed the
opportunity to see with each other during this difficult time. Due to this
reason, every student should cherish every opportunity to get along
with the classmates and teachers as every meeting is precious. Treas-
ure the time you have on hand. Spend more time with those who care
about you and love you. Stay healthy and have faith to know that we can
cope with our daily life no matter what situations we are under.

An Interview with Miss Wong Leong Ching,
our English Teacher

Our Editors: 4C Suki Wong, 4B Ryan and 4C Sabrina Chan
Interviewee: Miss Wong Leong Ching

Cmic, did you feel more prepared than when you had your first child?

Learning from the experience of our first child, | was relatively more
relaxed this time round. | was more confident and knew how to deal with
the actual situation more. However, taking care of my first child while
looking after the new baby is very tiring as | still have to arrange time to
play with him, tell him stories, etc. It's even more difficult when | have to
spend more time to prepare my boy psychologically for the arrival of his
baby sister.

Are you afraid of your children getting infected by the virus?

t won't be true if | say I'm not worried. What | can do is to do all we can to
protect our children. During the stage when the pandemic was severe, |
was really worried that my children would be infected. Every time we left
home, the whole family, including my parents, had to sanitize ourselves
from head to toes in order to protect our little ones not to be infected. It
was stressful.

Are there any words of encouragement you would like to give to our
Pentecostal students?

| believe that the pandemic will eventually pass, but during this period, |
hope everyone will be patient and know that we're not alone. Teachers and
classmates are connected. | believe that every teacher is prepared and
willing to help every one of you. No matter what the situation is, we all can
cope. We grow in the process. Do try to share and communicate more
with each other about the ups and downs. Be optimistic!
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During the pandemic, | learned many things
from my experience and | lost many things.
Nevertheless, | can grasp the things | have
and live in the present.

After completing the school bulletin, | was so
excited. | learned that communication,
cooperation and tolerance are the keys to a
team's success. The bulletin is the result of
our efforts. | will never forget this precious
experience.
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